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carelessly done, beating might take place, owing to bad con-
tacts; or if tho positive and negative mains wore brought
too clone together at any point, an arc miglit be formed
ucrosH them. A good many fires wore caused in this way
in Home of the earlier installations; for before people had
become generally alive to the that a badly carried
out installation might be a source of yery" serious clanger
in this direction, unskilled workmen were allowed to carry
out the work without proper supervision, AH regards the
comfort of tho audience, the electric light also possesses a
very great udvantage over illumination by gas, on account
of its comparatively small heating effect.

Any of my readers will be able to tent thin for them-
selves, if they have not already done so, by comparing tho
atmosphere toward tho end of tho performance at un elee*
trionlly lighted theatre with that of a theatre lighted by j'as.

Tho electric light also lends itself much more readily
than gas to scenic effects, as by tho introduction of suitablo
resistances, cither directly into the lighting eireuitt or into
the exciting circuit of the dynamo, tho intensity of the light
may be varied by imperceptible gtepn from full brilliancy to
complete extinction,

The first of tho London theatres which wiw lighted by
electricity wan tho Savoy, which was then, IIH uo\v% under
the direction of M. IVOyloy Carte, and special credit in due
to Mm lor his enterprise in introducing the light, iw thm
was tlie first time that an incamiowumt ulectrio lighting
installation wan carried out upon any cjonHldembht muile.

The work was dona by Mcmftra, SiemenH in the yeitr 18HI,
and the lighting, which has remained under thair charge
ever since, has been thoroughly milisfaotory in every way
from the time it was first introduced Siaee then theover,                point, fur iwiy                      cif   to, and        tho bo             ai>H an
